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VVirty  Intrigues,  Comical  Paflages,  and  Remarkable  Tranfafliions  id 
Tomi  and  Country :  With  Reflexions  an  the  Vices  and  Vanities  of  the  Times. 

jfriDflp  the  17th  of  3fatiiiftrp,  i^ps. 


HEy  day  !  What’s  the  matter  with  you 
Gentlemen?  You  feem  tofurvey  me 
with  as  ruful  a  Countenance,  as  a 
Coafcience-prickt  Vfur'er^  on  his  Death-bed, 
tloes  the  imagin’d  Ghofts  of  twenty  Families 
he  has  Ruin’d  by  his  Kindnefs.  But  believe  me 
}?irs,  tho’,  I  made  a  Peregrmation  out  of  the 
World,  above  (let  me  fee,  for  I  wou’d  not  be 
taught  in  a  Lie)  I  fay  above  Nineteen  Hundred 
and  One  Year  ago,  yet  I  never  was  Dead  zYi  the 
while;  but  only.'took  a  long  Journey  through 
JElijfium,  to  fee  if  I  cou’d  find  any  Honefter  Peo¬ 
ple  there,  than  I  left  dwelling  (to  ufc  ray  own 
Country- man  Homer\  exprellion)  «/>on  the  all 
Nnurifhirig  Earth.  And,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
I  lik’d  my  ConveiTation  well  enbugh,  but  late¬ 
ly  meeting  with  aPaCkCt-IttOn^Crj  that,  up¬ 
on  fomc  extraordinary  bufinefs  or  other,  made 
a  Defcent  Into  the  Kingdom  of  Darinefs^  who 
gave  me  fuch  a  llrange  Account^  of  fo  many 
wonderful  (DCClirf  CnCejEl,  that  pafs’d  in  the 
Northern  parts  of  tHe  World,  which  fo  tickled 
my  Fancy,  and  renew’d  my  old  itch  of  Ram¬ 
bling,  that  1  was  as  uneafy  as  an  Old  Folitician 
J^eated^  or  a  Toung  Poet  Damn’d  the  Firft  Day, 
till  I  had  procured  Paffes  of  fafeCondud  from 
his  Subterranean  jFJighnefsi  to  re-vilit  the  Regiom 
of  Light.  Nor,'  is  it  an  Accident  one  jot  more 
Prodigious  for  an  Honelt  Merry  Fellow  in 
Greece^  to  dive  into  the  Secret  Parts  of  old 
Mother  Telius^  and  Two  Thoufand  Years  after, 
ilife  up  in  the  degree  52  North  Latitude^  than 
for  a  certain  Queen  of  your  own,  to  Drop  into 
the  Intrails  of  the  Earth  at  Cbdiring-Crofs^  arid 
Afccnd  at  Queenhith. 

The  firft  Place  ordain’d  for  me  to  make  my 
Perfonal  Appearance  in  this  Renowned  King¬ 
dom,  was  on  top  of  High-gate- HiU :  It  'J'^as  in 
the  midft  of  the  Summer  Solftice,  when  Dahle 
Nature  had  Adorn’d  her  felf  in  her  richeft  Ap-’ 
parrel,  and  her  gayeft  Looks,  to  Welcom  my 
Arrival  into  thefe  Septentriot^l  Regions.  The 
tipper  part  of  my  Body,*  which  the  Learned 
call  the  Brain-Cafe^  but  the  Vulgar,  more  pro¬ 
perly,  the  Head^  no  fooner  peep’d  thro*  the 
divided  Earth ;  but  I  ftat’d  about  as  wildly  as  a 
Cat  (bak’d  put  of  a  Bag  in  the  midft  of  Salisbury 
Etalii.  After  a  little  ftniggling  and  heaving, 

1  made  a  Ihift  to  fix  the  Supporters  of  thc^i- 
eroeofm  upon  T nra  firma.  The  vaft  Pile  of 
Buildings  that  immediatly  prefented  it  felf  to 
ifay  Optick  OIrganSy  1  mean  my  Sight,  for  I  had 
not  yet  loft  t^^Jarjion  of  my  Native  Language, 
i  readily  to  I’c  the  Metropolis  of 


jLlbion :  I  Congratulated  the  favour  my  happy 
Stars  had  conferr’d,  and  without  asking  (^le- 
ftions  of  any  Living  Creature,  fteer’d  my 
Courfe  diredly  for  Jjondon. 

^  Nothing  in  the  World  con’d  have  more  de¬ 
lighted  me,  than  the  Survey  of  that  Noble  0>>  i 
The  Magnificence  of  the  Building,  the  Breadth 
and  Beauty  of  the  Streets,  the  Rattling  of  the 
Coaches^  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants,  the 
Neathefs  of  their  Habit,’  the  Comlincfs  of  their 
Peribns,  efpecially  thofc  of  f he  moft  Engaging 
Sex  fo  Tranfported  me.  that  I  verily  believ’d 
nothing  upon  Earth  cou*d  afford  a  more  de¬ 
lightful  Contemplation. ,  I  rub’d  up  my  old 
Memory,  nor  cou’d  I  find  in  all  the  Memoirs  of 
uLntiquity  any  thing  comparable  to  fo  ravilhing 
a  Profp^.  Blefs  me,  thought  I,  this  is  the 
Year  of  the  Platonical  Revolution,  or  the  Coun¬ 
terpart  of  the  Primitive  Golden  Age^  of  which 
our  Forefathers  have  told  us  fo  many  fine  Sto¬ 
ries.  But  I  had  not  ftay’d  long  in  this  Place 
before  I  found  my  miftake,  and  how  uncertain 
an  Argument  it  is  to  draw  Conclufims  from' 
Appedranies.  .  For  I  had  no  fooner  Buftled 
through  the  Crowd,  and  reach'd  the  Exchange^ 
but  Che  Humming  and  Bilzzing  of  an  infinite 
Number  of  Peripateticks,  or  Walking  Traders, 
vulgarly  call’d  Merchants^  made  me  believe  I 
was  got  into  the  midft  of  an  Hive  of  Bees,  of 
rather  a  Nefi  of  Hornets',  when  turning  my 
Head  about,  1  beheld  a  Grave  Old  Gentleman^ 
with  a  plain,  fhort  Collar,  or  Neckcloath,  a 
broad-brim’d  black  Beaver,  a  dark  colour’d 
Camblet  Coat,  and  a  fmall  Bamboo  Carie  in  his 
Hand,  leaning  againft  a  Poft,  Coughing  and 
Spitting  as  if  he  intended  to  diftover  the  berets 
of  his  Heart  to  all  Belolders.  1  Sy  mpathetically, 
lamented  the  Condition  of  the  Poor  Gentleman* 
and  tho’  I  ami  a  natural  Enemy  to  the  ^c«and 
Fanities  of  Mankind,  yet  I  can  as  heartily^om- 
miferate  the  Bodily  Infinhities  of  Humai^Na- 
ture  as  any  Man  alive  :  And,  withal,  fwolle- 
fting  fohie  Obfervations  I  had  formerly  pick’d 
out  of  the  Worki  of  old  Galen,  arid  Che  little** 
underftood  Aphorifms  of  my  Mafter  Hippocrates^ 
took  the  hone^Confidence  to  accoft  him  with 
this  Salutation:  Fathef,  Cbier  up,  I  cbnfefs  Jam 
a  Stranger  toyoti,  but  if  you’ll  feUov  Counfel,  / 

have  toed  hopes  to  oequautt  you  vita  a  Specific 
that  jkdU  deicer  yoU  from  the  prefent  Violence  of 
your  Malady ;  and  tnfaWbly  prevent  the' Return  ^ 
ary  fueb  FUs  for  the  futme.  The  Old  GerFleman^ 
who  it  feems  had  been  long  aiBided  with  this 
Spkrmudt  lodifpofitiop^  fc^d  at  glad  to  he^* 
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of  a  Remedy  ,  is  an  Old  Stale  of  a  Yotmg 

Wealthy  HuAitni  \  and  intmediatly  taking  me  * 
by  the  Hand,  faid,  Friaii^if  yoitU  walk  wtr  with 
me  to  jonathan\  and  makegood  your  Promife,  fS 
be  as  Bountiful  to  you^  as  ci/er  I  was  to  any  Man 
that  did  me  a  kindnefs. 

As  foon  as  wc  entred  the  houfe^he  led  me  in¬ 
to  a  Corner,  on  the  Antartick  fide  of  the  Room,* 
very  generoufly  calling  for  a  difh  of  Chocoht 
for  me,  and  a  cup  of  plain  Tea  for  himfelf. 
Now  Sir^  fays  he,  I  am  to  thank  you  for  your  pro- 
fetTd  Civility :  But,  wdhaO,  muft  inform  you,  tha^ 
I  flood  in  no  more  need  of  a^y  PlyficalAjftftance  than 
your  Self.  For  you  muft  Know,  that  thia  pretended 
Ptyllck  of  mine,  jlands  me  in  great  ufe  upon  many 
Occafions :  Did  you  not,  continued  the  old  Don, 
rbferve  a  Couple  of  Scurvy, thin  Jaw'd  Fellows  by  me. 
One  with  an  Old  Rufty  Perriwig,  and  the  other  with 
his  own  flair  and  a  leathern  Apronl  When  I  had 
figniS’d  to  him  that  I  took  notice  of ’em,  Tbofe 
faid  he,  are  two'Trades~men  that  I  deal 
with  out  of  meer  Charity :  fU  warrant  you  they 
have  taken  of  me  within  this  Twelve-month,  at  leajl 
a  Hundred  Pounds  a  peice,for  Botching  cajl  Doub¬ 
lets,  and  Repairing  old  Shoes,  and  yet  had  the  Im¬ 
pudence  to  come  to  my  Houfe  and  demand  five 
Croats,  when  I  was  not  in  a  Humour  to  part  with  my 
Money.  New  ten  to  one  but  thefe  Cannibals  had 
ajfaulted  me  again  upon  open  Change,  if  1  had  not 
Seafonably  m^c  ufe  of  that  Fit  to  Sfcdw  'em,  which 
had  been  an  intolerable  affront  to  a  Man  of  my 
CharaQer  and  Reputation.  Bejides,  the  Boldejl 
Rafcall  of*emAll,that  I  owe  Many  to,wiD  as  foon  ap¬ 
proach  aUoH  before  be  has  eat  hisBreakfafl,as  offer  to 
make  the  leajl  mention  of  a  Debt  when  be  fees  me  in 
fuch  d  Pofture.  When  I  heard  him  run  on  at  this 
rate.  Surely  thought  I,  I  am  now  to  do  Pennance 
for  all  my  fins ;  and  Condemn’d  to  be  Baited  to 
Death  by  a  Fiend  in  Mafquerade :  When  pre- 
fently  in  comes  a  pert,  bold-fac’d  Boy  and  whif- 
per’d  the  old  Duke  in  the  Ear,  who  haftily 
rifing  up,  cry’d.  Sir,  I  mufi  beg  your  Pardon,  my 
Lord——  has  jujl  now  font  to  fpeak  with  me :  Pray 
let  me  fee  you  fometimes  when  you  come  this  way.  Sir 
your  Servant.  I  was  very  glad  to  fee  the  Ter- 
rours  of  my  Apprchenfions  fo  foon  vanfh’d  : 
And  taking  a  turn  or  two,  as  the  manner  is,  a- 
bout  the  Room,  at  laft  I  fat  down  again  by  a 
grave  Well-favour’d  Gentleman,  who  very 
Courteoufly  ask’d  me  how  long  1  had  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Perfon,!  had  juft  parted  from: 
Truly  Sir,  I  reply’d,  I  am  not  Acquainted  with 
him  at  all;  I  never  faw  him  before,  nor  can  J 
poflibly  underftand  what  to  make  of  him. 
And  U  ever  you  do,  faid  he,  you  wiU  know  more 
than  &rnelus  Agripp)a  assd  all  bis  Imps  durfi  e- 
ver  pretend  to.  He  is  the  Qtantefcence  of  Hippo- 
efify  a  Monjlrous  Compofition  of  the  four  Ele¬ 
ments,  beaten  up  to  a  Confijlence,  with  the  Spirit  of 
V amty,  Fal/bood,  and  Impiety.  If  you  have  Faith 
enough  tc^  credit  one  Word  be  fayt^you  may  turn 
Soliftetdian|4ni  believe  the  Addon  it  made  o/Green 
Cheefe.  This  is  a  Mooftrous  Character  indeed, 
quoth  I ;  Bm,  pray  Sir,  what  is  his  Name,  that 
I  may  caution  mv. Friends  to  avoid  him?  Hit 
Name  Sir !  he  reply’d,  Why,  be  bat  as  maty  as  his 


Me^er,  iHbflW  feme  call  Satan,  others  Bcl?eebnb,’ 
Old  Nick,  Old  GeDtleman,&c.  So  jbme  caU  This 
the  Diabo’.ick,  fo'mc  the  Dcmoniack,  otjoers  the 
IDcbH’s  But  his  Servants  f<yheis  the 

Devil  himfelf.  '  Then  looking  on  his  Watch, 
Afy  Affairs,  faies  he,  call  for  me^  Sir  your  Servant. 

Being  fonaewhat  alarm’d  with  the  Novelty  of  this  Ad¬ 
venture,  and  nlmulatcd  with  iny  natural  Curiofity,  I  re- 
fo'.v’d  to  proceed  a  little  farther ;  and  examine  what 
kind  of  Entertainment  the  more  Bookifh  fort  of  Citizens 
were  Diverted  with  in  Reading  the  Printed  News,  and 
accordingly  took  the  Papers  up,  and  began  to  perufc 
them ;  But  at  firft  dafh  found  my  fclf  Ingagcd  in  the 
Hurry  of  a  Battle,  up  to  the  Ears  in  Blood  and  W’oundsj 
nothing  but  Skirmifliing,  Sieging,  Attacking,  Countcr- 
fcarps  Storm’d,  Half-Moons  Taken,  Ravcilings  Poflcfl,  and 
Ten  Thoufand  Men  Kill'd  in  the  twinkling  of  an  Eye, 
with  as  little  dirficulty,  as  an  Army  of  thofc  little  buzzing 
Animals,  that  infeft  the  Shambles  in  a  hot  Summers  Day, 
are  deftroy’d  with  a  Ruuhert  Fljf-Ftap.  Bclidcs,  I  found 
the  Mifterics  of  Sure  Reveal’d,  the  Cabinets  of  Princes 
Unlock’d,  the  Aruna  and  Intercfl  of  Government  fo  Cric- 
tically  Diflcfted,  that  every  blundering  bellow,  that  has 
skill  enough  to  Spell  plain  Englilh,  might  Commence,  £*• 
tempore,  a  more  Orthodox  Polititian  than  Richlieu  or'Ma^a- 
rin.  Blcfe  me,  quoth  (,  thefe  arc  fine  Fellows;  and  cofl 
what  it  will,  I  refulv’d  to  be  acquainted  with  ’em :  And 
immediatly  took  up  my  Gloves  and  went  in  quefi  of  the 
Intel ficenurs:  One  I  found,in  clofe  Cabal, near  St. 

Chnrch,  confalcing  with  a  French-man  about  the  beft  me¬ 
thod  of  Writing  True  Englifft.  Anoflicr  was  got  with  his 
Author  half  a  Sleep  in  a  Chimncy-Coriwr,  Drinking  Broem- 
Ale  to  purify  their  Intclleftuals.  I  quickly  had  enough  of 
thefe  i  and  coming  back.  Inquir’d  lor  the  Third,  but  found 
he  had  left  the  whole  Management  of  his  Bulinefs  to  a 
Couple  of  indifferent  honeff  Fellows,  a  Sco/cfilinguift  and 
a  Fat  EniHJb  Poet,  while  he  himfelf  was  retired  to  give  the 
Carnal  Man  a  Breathing  in  the  Gardens  of  f'enw.  Well, 
thought  I,  that  Government  muft  needs  be  happy  that  is 
afftfted  with  a  Trimnviracyof  fuch  Serviceable  Implement!* 
Of  what  ufe  can  fuch  Pamphlets  evei*  be,  bcfides  the 
filling  Peoples  Heads  with  Wnimfics  and  Notions,  to  the 
utter  ruin  of  their  Privat  Affairs,  and  no  fmaJl  inconye- 
niency  to  the  Publickl 

This  was  my  firft  days  Adventure,  which  being  very 
odd  and  Surprizing,  encouraged  me  to  be  more  exaft  in 
my  after  Obfavations, which  1  ftiall  Weekly  communicate 
to  your  pefuCil,in  a  Method,  as  Inoffenfive  and  Diverting 
as  I  nude  ufe  of  in  the  Days  of  Yore,  for  the  Entertainment 
of  my  old  Friends  the  Athenians,  and  ftie  reft  of  my  h- 
quifithie  Countrymen.  For  a  Taft  of  which,  be  .pleas’d 
to  accept  the  enfuing  Reladon. 

Rofemary- Lane,  Dec.  27.  A  Couple  of  Drunken  Fellows, 
Living  at  S/f/ine/,  having  been  late  at  this  end  oftlxTown, 
and  taken  a  large  Cup  of  the  Creature,  went  into  a  Coffee- 
Honfe  in  order  to  Settle  their  Dtsioynted  Underftandings, 
with  the  Vcrcues  of  a  famous  Tutl^ifh  Berry  difiblv’d  la 
hot  Water,  and  happen’d  to  pitch  upon  an  Old  News-Pa¬ 
per,  wherein  was  an  Acconnt,  of  the  Bloody  Doings  at  thft 
taking  of  Namure,  which  wrought  fo  powerfully  on  their 
Fancy,  That  going  home  in  the  Niglit,  they  conreiced  they 
faw  in  the  Fields,  things  Terrible  and  Prodigious,  'wy. 
Brakes  and  Bufhcsmuftcr'd  up  in  Battalia,  and  difeharging 
at  each  other  with  moft  aftunifhing  Fury ;  they  had 
Thoms  for  Weapons,  and  Glow-Worms  for  Fire-locks, 
with  the  humming  of  Beetles  and  the  bellowing  of  Calves, 
which,  with  the  help  of  a  Clownifh  fear,  and  the  ftrength 
of  imagination,  made  a  very  dreadful  noife  and  apperanec. 
Old  Ovid,  I  remember  tells  us  a  great  many  handfomelyes 
of  men  that  were  Meumorphiz'd  into  trees  and  bu(hes,by 
the  power  of  Jupiter,  Jtm,  and  others  of  the  great  ones; 
but  that  Bactkm  (hould  have  the  power  to  turn  thofc 
Shrubs  and  Trees  bade  into  men  again,  looks  like  one 
Gods  thwarting  another,  which  I  am  not  ap^to  believe. 
However  they  were  of  that  opinion)  and  for  very  fear  dif- 
diarg’d  their  ftomadu  at  the  wrong  end,  and  fetting  up  a 
run  in  more  fenfes  than  one,fo  that  they  had  moft  certainly 
been  feared  oit  of  their  Wits^f  they  had  had  any  to  iofe< 
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